Biden Revokes Keystone
Pipeline

Sec. 6. Revoking the March 2019 Permit for the Keystone XL Pipeline. (a) On March 29,
2019, the President granted to TransCanada Keystone Pipeline, L.P. a Presidential permit (the
“Permit”) to construct, connect, operate, and maintain pipeline facilities at the international border
of the United States and Canada (the “Keystone XL pipeline”), subject to express conditions and
potential revocation in the President’s sole discretion. The Permit is hereby revoked in accordance
with Article 1(1) of the Permit.

(b) In 2015, following an exhaustive review, the Department of State and the President determined
that approving the proposed Keystone XL pipeline would not serve the U.S. national interest. That
analysis, in addition to concluding that the significance of the proposed pipeline for our energy
security and economy is limited, stressed that the United States must prioritize the development of
a clean energy economy, which will in turn create good jobs. The analysis further concluded that
approval of the proposed pipeline would undermine U.S. climate leadership by undercutting the
credibility and influence of the United States in urging other countries to take ambitious climate
action.

(c) Climate change has had a growing effect on the U.S. economy, with climate-related costs
increasing over the last 4 years. Extreme weather events and other climate-related effects have
harmed the health, safety, and security of the American people and have increased the urgency for
combatting climate change and accelerating the transition toward a clean energy economy. The
world must be put on a sustainable climate pathway to protect Americans and the domestic
economy from harmful climate impacts, and to create well-paying union jobs as part of the climate
solution.

(d) The Keystone XL pipeline disserves the U.S. national interest. The United States and the world
face a climate crisis. That crisis must be met with action on a scale and at a speed commensurate
with the need to avoid setting the world on a dangerous, potentially catastrophic, climate
trajectory. At home, we will combat the crisis with an ambitious plan to build back better, designed
to both reduce harmful emissions and create good clean-energy jobs. Our domestic efforts must
go hand in hand with U.S. diplomatic engagement. Because most greenhouse gas emissions
originate beyond our borders, such engagement is more necessary and urgent than ever. The
United States must be in a position to exercise vigorous climate leadership in order to achieve a
significant increase in global climate action and put the world on a sustainable climate pathway.
Leaving the Keystone XL pipeline permit in place would not be consistent with my Administration’s
economic and climate imperatives.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-

protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis/
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