Biden Halts Coastal Plain Oil
and Gas Leasing Programs

Sec. 4. Arctic Refuge. (a) In light of the alleged legal deficiencies underlying the program,
including the inadequacy of the environmental review required by the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law,
place a temporary moratorium on all activities of the Federal Government relating to the
implementation of the Coastal Plain Qil and Gas Leasing Program, as established by the Record of
Decision signed August 17, 2020, in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

(b) In Executive Order 13754 of December 9, 2016 (Northern Bering Sea Climate Resilience), and
in the Presidential Memorandum of December 20, 2016 (Withdrawal of Certain Portions of the
United States Arctic Outer Continental Shelf From Mineral Leasing), President Obama withdrew
areas in Arctic waters and the Bering Sea from oil and gas drilling and established the Northern
Bering Sea Climate Resilience Area. Subsequently, the order was revoked and the memorandum
was amended in Executive Order 13795 of April 28, 2017 (Implementing an America-First Offshore
Energy Strategy). Pursuant to section 12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 43 U.S.C.
1341(a), Executive Order 13754 and the Presidential Memorandum of December 20, 2016, are
hereby reinstated in their original form, thereby restoring the original withdrawal of certain
offshore areas in Arctic waters and the Bering Sea from oil and gas drilling.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-

protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis/
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